
 

In response to the letters sent to all Essex MP's we have received 
replies from the following:- 

 

Sir Alan Haselhurst MP for Saffron Walden to the Secretary of State for Transport 
The letter contains statements about the procedure Network Rail are using and its 
application to the D of T. which are known to us. However he goes on :- "Mr Goffee 
may be reassured to know that the procedures under the Transport and Works 
Act 1992 are designed to ensure that those affected by proposals have a full 
and fair opportunity to make their views known and to ensure that decisions 
take into account all relevant evidence. " It states that the process is covered in 
the guide and that “the D of T's role in impartially assessing available evidence 
that has been examined during the TWA process".  This does not fill me with 
hope for if there is no evidence then it goes ahead. 
However the final paragraph says. “Mr Goffee also raises some points relating to 
the safety considerations involved in the closure of foot crossings. In may be 
helpful to clarify that Network Rail is responsible under its operating licence 
for managing the safety risks created by its services. It is not the Department's 
role to make any sort of independence assessment of safety risks or 
management. The appropriateness of the arrangements that the company has 
in place for safety assessment and inspection by the Office of Rail and Road in 
its role as the independent railway safety regulator." As my letter stated the 
transfer of paths on to roads, I read this as saying if they create an increased safety 
risk it will not be accepted.  
I will be taking this letter to my meeting with Janet for it shows they have to take the 
lead in this; we cannot influence this process without help.  
Mark Francois MP for Rayleigh and Wickford has written, "I can appreciate your 
concerns and wanted you to know that I have written on your behalf to the Rt. Hon 
Chris Grayling MP, Secretary of State at the Department for Transport, enclosing a 
copy of your letter for reference and asking for his comments. I will, of course, be in 
touch with you again once I receive a reply."  
Sir David Amess MP for Southend West says "I will make immediate 
representations to the appropriate authorities and I am sure you have alerted your 
excellent Member of Parliament, Sir Alan Haslehurst about the matter."  
Rebecca Harris MP for Castle Point says "I can't say that this issue has been 
brought to my attention by any of my constituents however I will keep a close eye on 
this issue going forward and where appropriate make representations to Transport 
Ministers. Please do urge any of your members who are my constituents to contact 
me directly so that I may act on their behalf, as per a strict parliamentary protocol 
which forbids one MP acting on behalf of another constituent."  
Will Quince MP for Colchester says "To be honest , this is the first piece of 
correspondence which I have received on this matter. I would hazard a guess that 
the likely reason for this is that there are no foot crossings in my constituency. 
However, if any constituents contact me on this issue, then I will of course raise their 
concerns with Network Rail."  
Eleanor Laing MP for Epping Forest says "She appreciates the problem and is 
looking into it." In addition we have received a letter from Cllr Eddie Johnson Cabinet 
Member for Highways and Transport at Essex County Council. The letter says 
"There have been wide ranging concerns expressed by the Highways Authority, 
together with key stakeholders, as to how Network Rail has managed the initial 



consultation process to the 55 rights of way rail crossings included in the first stage 
of the reduction strategy programme. A meeting with Network Rail has been recently 
held to review all proposals in the light of the shortcoming identified with the original 
proposals. Network Rail is accordingly reviewing these proposals and will revert to 
the Highways Authority shortly with these revisions." The letter also states the 
consultation programme which we as aware, and points out that it is open for anyone 
to object to the Secretary Of State.  
From the office of Bernard Jenkin MP “Thank you for your letter in your capacity as 
Chair of the Essex Area Ramblers. Mr Jenkin is out of the office and so I am 
responding on his behalf to avoid delay. I can confirm Mr Jenkin has been contacted 
about several specific cases of concern over the proposed closures in his 
constituency for varying reasons. He has been relaying concerns to Network Rail 
with requests that they reconsider the relevant decisions. Further, Mr Jenkin has 
arranged a meeting with the Chief Executive of Network Rail to discuss this issue in 
further detail. He will be raising every case his constituents raise with him at this 
meeting and will continue to relay all views on the proposals to Network Rail before 
any decision is reached”  
The Rt. Hon. Sir Simon Burns MP “I do not have any foot crossings in my 
constituency, so am not directly affected by Network Rail’s plans. I would, however, 
hope that the local MPs who are affected will be involved in raising your concerns”  
Rt. Hon. Sir Eric Pickles MP “Parliamentary protocol prevents MPs taking up issues 
on behalf of those who do not live in their constituency, so your best course of action 
to get a general response for the Essex Area Ramblers would be to write to your 
own Member of Parliament. Sir Eric will be  
happy to respond to any of his constituents who raise concerns about local foot 

crossings. He has some form with this, having encouraged Network Rail to put in an 

underpass at Ingatestone when the foot crossing was closed!” 


