
Gordon Bird - Going Forward 
 
Like many of you I have been a member of Ramblers for many years. I joined 
because I place great value on the freedom to access the countryside, be it for 
a rugged long distance walk or a gentle stroll with the grandchildren over the 
local fields. To me walking along quiet, safe paths without interference from 
noisy traffic is one of life's pleasures. Fortunately both local and national 
government recognise that this type of activity provides a valuable contribution 
to the public's health and is a factor in their support of the public right of way 
network and the creation of the Coastal Path. 
Unfortunately, as the population of Essex has grown, developments in areas 
such as housing, industry and transport seek to undermine this freedom, just 
at a time when it is needed more than ever. There are many examples - quiet 
country lanes becoming too dangerous to walk due to high volumes of fast 
moving traffic, dual carriageways with no safe crossing points, houses built 
adjacent to the public footpaths with 6 foot high boarding replacing historic 
hedges – and Network Rail's proposal to close level crossings to pedestrians. 
Within this environment Essex Ramblers continues to have a vital role in 
shaping the opinion and behaviour of other parties including the public, land 
owners, government and business. 
Essex Ramblers is a large organisation of over 4000 members and is most 
effective when we actively undertake the varied tasks essential to running it.  
Within the Groups and Areas there are many committed people: however, 
vacancies exist in areas such as footpath protection and maintenance, walk 
leading, finance, technology, research, campaigning and administration. In 
many respects we are like a business - run by committed volunteers. Most of 
these positions only take a few hours a week or month; so whatever your 
background, please volunteer - you will be welcome. If necessary contact me 
or anyone who sits on the Group or Area committees. 
It is worth reflecting on the Ramblers’ charitable objectives. These are to 
promote, encourage or assist in: 
·The provision and protection of footpaths 
·The protection and enhancement for the benefit of the public of the beauty of 
the countryside 
·The provision of facilities for the organising of open - air recreational activities 
and in particular rambling 
·Advancing the education of the public in subjects relating to access to, and 
the preservation and conservation of, the countryside. 
 
They are as relevant today as in the past and underpin our activities going 
forward into 2018 and beyond. Some you will be familiar with and are already 
under way. Others have to be started. They are:- 
Network Rail Level Crossing Closures 



Continue to campaign against the closures. As reported the Public Inquiry has 
been adjourned to later in the year following Network Rail’s failure to follow 
procedures relating to land owners. A special note of thanks goes to those 
groups who have, or are intending to, contribute to the campaign expenses. 
Footpath Maintenance 
Continue supporting the good work Len Bannister has undertaken in 
establishing maintenance working parties. Following the severe cuts in the  
Essex CC budgets this activity is particularly important. 
New Group 
Establish a new group named Trek Essex which will be targeted at the 
'younger' 20 to 30 year old walkers. Hike Essex will lead this initiative. 
Walks Programmes 
Continue to actively support the comprehensive walks programmes run by 
groups including the Festival of Walks scheduled for May/June 2018. 
Coastal Path 
Continue supporting the establishment of the Coastal Path. 
Communications 
Continue to examine ways of improving communications both within and 
outside Ramblers via direct face to face contact and/or technology. 
Technology 
Examine and, if appropriate, introduce further technology which assists the 
members and running of Essex Ramblers. 
Data Protection Regulation 
New General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) requirements come into 
force in May. Ramblers will have to introduce procedures which protect any 
personal information they hold. Central Office will provide guidance for us to 
follow. 
Lost Ways – Historic Paths and Definitive Maps 
Ramblers’ Central Office is presently progressing this. Further advice is 
expected on how it is best handled. The cut - off date for adding historic paths 
to maps is 2026. Little progress was made in 2017. The same situation is likely 
to exist unless additional resources become available. 
 
A rather long list! 
I regret not being able to attend the AGM due to other commitments but look 
forward to serving Essex Ramblers in the coming months. 
Lastly, I would like to thank all those people who have actively contributed to 
making 2017 a successful year. In particular I thank Alan Goffee for his efforts 
and guidance of Essex Ramblers during his tenure as chair and look forward 
to his support in future. 
I hope 2018 is equally successful. 
Gordon Bird – Chair, Essex Ramblers 
 


