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WELCOME to the first edition of RGLF News. This first edition is being sent to 
Ramblers areas and groups with territory in Greater London, as well as others who 
have been involved with or interested in our work, but will be sent to anyone who is 
interested in London’s fabulous network of walking routes. 

We hope that future editions will be available online when our new website has been 
set up. This edition has been produced by the RGLF’s officers, but we hope that 
someone with more up-to-date ideas (and an ability to produce more professional 
maps than are attached hereto!) will take over as editor - offers are invited! 

The Ramblers Greater London Forum is undergoing a programme of revitalisation. 
Part of this is a commitment to keeping Ramblers areas and groups with territory in 
Greater London informed about our activities, and to work in co-operation with them 
on issues affecting London’s walking route network. We shall inform readers of such 
issues that we are currently working on or know about, and actions that we have 
taken or intend to take, as well as 

matters of general interest for information that seem to require no action at present. 
Where the RGLF has agreed, after consultation where practical, to support or 
oppose proposals, we shall encourage other readers to do so to add to the pressure! 

This first edition of RGLF News has some catching up to do, as it includes some past 
issues that we were working on before the revitalisation programme came about. 
Please contact Colin Saunders if you wish to comment or would like more 
information. Please also let Colin know if there are other issues affecting the London 
walking route network that you would like to draw to our attention, or if there’s 
anyone else you would like RGLF News to be sent to, as well as or instead of 
yourself. 
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Note that the relevant boroughs into which issues fall are shown in brackets. 

HELP! 

The RGLF needs help with any of the following tasks:- 

 Editing RGLF News 

 Participating in social media on behalf of the RGLF 

 Helping to produce publicity to promote the RGLF’s activities 

 Helping to set up our walking routes database (see below). 

For further information please contact our Chair, Tom Berry. 
  

LONDON WALKING ROUTE DATABASE 

As part of our revitalisation programme, the RGLF is setting up a database that will 
log issues affecting individual routes on the London walking route network. It will 
cover what in the past were known as the seven ‘strategic 

walking routes’, though the TfL website now refers to them as ‘some of our favourite 
walks around London’ (Capital Ring, Green Chain Walks, Jubilee Greenway, Jubilee 
Walkway, Lea Valley Walk, London Loop, Thames Path National Trail), as well as 
other existing routes covered by what we call the ‘extended network’. 

It’s proposed that the database will be an Excel worksheet with columns for name of 
route, borough, status (e.g. strategic route, borough supported), distance, availability 
of route description, signage, surface condition, shared use (i.e. with cyclists). Cross-
borough routes would have a separate but cross-referenced entry for each borough. 
The project is still very much in development, so any reader wishing to comment or 
make a suggestion for further information to be included is welcome to contact Colin 
Saunders. 

CAPITAL RING Section 5, 

Tooting  Bec. TfL were consulting on proposed changes on A214 Tooting Bec Road 
(Wandsworth), at the point where the Capital Ring crosses over to Tooting Bec 
Common (details here, though the consultation has now closed). 

The changes would take a short strip of common to provide a wider shared use 
track. As cyclists would be usingthe route anyway, the RGLF responded to say that, 
while we regret the loss of any of the common, we appreciate that space needs to be 
provided for shared use in comfort and safety. 

Section 5, Earlsfield. 

Three separate proposed residential developments in Merton borough (see map) 
include elements that will provide a substantial improvement to Section 5 of the route 
between Earlsfield and Wimbledon Park. 
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1, the developers of 12a Ravensbury Terrace have offered a £50,000 contribution to 
build a new bridge over the River Wandle from Groton Road (point D on the map). 

2, redevelopment of the Haslemere Industrial Estate will include a new public 
riverside ‘pocket park’ beside what is currently the estate’s service road, which would 
become a public highway; and third, the developers of 1-3 Wellington Works at the 
east end of Durnsford Road Recreation Ground propose to provide a new pedestrian 
access into it at point C. Together, these proposals would provide a slightly shorter 
and much more pleasant route in this area, so the RGLF has submitted responses 
supporting these aspects of the proposals. 

Section 15, 

North Woolwich. TfL is consulting on proposals (details here, consultation closes 
November 20). to improve pedestrian safety on the A117 Manor Way / A1020 Pier 
Road in North Woolwich(Newham), which will benefit Capital Ring walkers as they 
cross from the riverside path to the island on which the foot tunnel entrance stands, 
also to the bus station and the link to King George V DLR station. The RGLF 
proposes to submit a response supporting these proposals. 

LEA VALLEY WALK 

Pickett’s Lock (Enfield) has been temporarily renamed Alfie’s Lock, in honour of Alfie 
Saggs, the long-serving lock-keeper, who recently retired. It isn’t yet known whether 
or when the original historical name will be restored. 

LONDON LOOP Section 5, Kenley. 

The Lower Mole and Downlands Partnerships’ (LMDP) Downlands volunteers have 

repaired the notorious long, steep and twisting flight of steps   that 
climbs from New Barn Lane to Kenley Common (Croydon), with funding from the 
London Borough of Croydon’s Community Wards scheme. 

 Section 9, Donkey Wood. 

We have been informed that the footpath through Donkey Wood (Hounslow) is 
currently closed for repairs, due for completion by end November. Walkers currently 
face a very tedious diversion of nearly 2 km through the parallel Green Lane trading 
estates. 

Section 20, Hainault Forest. 

A new public right of way (bridleway) has been created that has the potential to 
improve the London Loop route in this area. The attached map shows the existing 
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route in blue and the potential new and improved route in red. It straddles the 
boundary between Epping Forest District (Essex) and Havering borough, and runs 
partly through the Woodland Trust’s Hainault Forest property. The existing route 
crosses Hainault Forest Golf Course, mostly using a permissive route that is poorly 
surfaced, enclosed in trees and not easy to follow. Note that the Loop route is 
incorrectly shown as entirely following the right of way on the OS map. The existing 
permissive route was agreed with the golf club to avoid crossing fairways on the right 
of way. The potential new route, about the same distance, is more attractive, with 
good views, avoids the golf course completely, has better surfacing and follows a 
public right of way entirely. It’s unlikely that formal approval to change the route will 
be given any time soon, but the RGLF will include it when updating the ‘wish list’ that 
has been submitted to the Walking & Cycling Commissioner. Diamond Geezer, the 
anonymous but much-read blogger, recently completed the London Loop, taking 10 
years to do so, and recounts his experiences here. He’s a strong supporter of 
London’s walking network, and usually meticulously researches his blogs, but the 
RGLF felt obliged to take him to task about his reference to rangers on the route –
they were actually on the Capital Ring! DG apologised (but without revealing his real 
name!) and the reference seems to have been redacted since. 

And finally on the London Loop, we congratulate ‘professional adventurer’ 

Bex Band, who recently kick-scooted her way around all 240km of the route! For a 
description of a kick scooter see this Wikipedia article. 

THAMES PATH NATIONAL TRAIL Lambeth Bridge. 

Transport for London has been consulting on improvements to junctions on both 
sides of Lambeth Bridge that will make road crossings for pedestrians considerably 
safer (details here, but the consultation has now closed). 

RGLF’s Graham Butler is a member of the Thames Path Partnership and has 
responded to express our support. 

Proposed Radnor Bridge. 

The Thames Estuary Partnership has proposed a new bridge across the Thames to 
link Ham House and Strawberry Hill House. For further details click here. 

THAMES CLIPPERS 

A proposal by Thames Clippers to extend their eastward service to Gravesend 
(details here) would benefit several existing and proposed walking routes in south-
east England: London Loop, Thames Path, England Coast Path, Saxon Shore Way 
and Wealdway. The RGLF has emailed Thames Clippers to support the extension, 
which would provide an additional and very pleasant way of reaching these routes, 
and suggest that stops should be included at Erith and Purfleet to provide a link 
between the ends of the London Loop and serve the RSPB Reserve at Purfleet. 

PYMMES BROOK TRAIL 
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RGLF Vice Chair Colin Saunders is currently writinga new guide to the Pymmes 
Brook Trail (Barnet, Enfield and Haringey), to be published in 2018 by The Enfield 
Society. The route as currently signed runs for 16 km (10 miles) from Cockfosters to 
Pickett’s Lock, but the book will describe a longer and more logical route of 21 km 
(13 miles) from Barnet (where the brook’s headwaters rise) to Tottenham Hale, 
where it flows into the River Lea. 

OTHER ROUTES  

Black’s Brook (Havering) 
There’s an opportunity to add an attractive new (but locally well-known) route of 
about 6.0 km/3.8 miles to the London walking route network, which would provide a 
link from the London Loop at Havering-atte-Bower into Romford (see map). It runs 
close to or beside Black’s Brook, a tributary of the River Rom, and passes through 
Bedfords, Rise, Raphael and Lodge Farm Parks, in open country, parkland or 
woodland. Much of the route is an unnumbered cycle route. The RGLF has given the 
route the provisional name ‘Black’s Brook Trail’, but other suggestions will be 
considered. 
The Low Line (Lambeth/Southwark). 
This route of just over 1.5 km/1.0 miles follows as closely as possible the arches at 
the base of the viaduct that links Waterloo East and London Bridge stations, passing 
many points of interest. It is promoted by Better Bankside, a non-profit company and 
a Business Improvement District. 
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