
  

 

 

Essex Area Update 
 

Welcome to the April Edition of the Essex Area Update 

 

To link to this edition on the Essex Area Website click here 

 

Led Walks cancelled until 31st May  

Ramblers GB is suspending all volunteer activities from Wednesday 18th March 

2020. This includes group led walks, Walking for Health schemes, all 

training  including walk leadership training, path maintenance working groups, 

coach trips and holidays, meetings, group and social events.  This applies from 

Wednesday 18th March, to at least until 31st May, subject to further 

developments. Subject to government advice and restrictions about those who 

are in households with symptoms or pre-existing health conditions: independent 

walks can continue and are an excellent way to maintain health and wellbeing - 

provided independent walkers can keep their distance from others. The 

Ramblers Coronavirus web page is here. 

 

A message from Essex Area Chair April 2020 

  

It goes without saying that these are difficult and dangerous times with the 

Covid-19 pandemic restricting our usual day to day activities. With many self-

isolated our walking routines have been curtailed; fortunately for the time being 

we can undertake outdoor activity providing government guidance is followed. 

Luckily for me I have quick access to nearby footpaths and can enjoy solitary 

https://www.essexarearamblers.co.uk/images/area/eau/april.pdf
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/volunteer-zone/coronavirus.aspx


countryside walks through fields and in woods just as spring is taking hold; I 

hope you are able to do the same. This simple pleasure brings home to me 

how vital the footpath network is; even in these adverse times the paths give 

freedom - an escape from the confines of self-isolation - long may it continue. 

From previous announcements you will have seen Ramblers has suspended all 

volunteer activities - however this does not stop working from home. Although 

not particularly technically-minded Essex Area Executive Committee plan, for 

the first time, holding a home-based meeting using teleconferencing facilities; 

fingers crossed!  Also in the background we are progressing activities such as 

the Parish Path Adopters initiative, Festival of Walks, footpath orders and 

reviewing the Lower Thames Crossing project. 

For my part I expect to have time on my hands, so I intend looking at the Lost 

Ways initiative being promoted by the Ramblers on their web site. Why don’t 

you give it a try? 

 

Stay safe. 

Gordon Bird 

Chair, Essex Area Ramblers 

  

 

Teleconferences 

 

We now have our own Conference calling facility. 

  

Any groups wishing to use our whypay.net teleconferencing facility 

should email telecall@essexarearamblers.co.uk for details of what number they 

can use, and for any training required. 

 

 

mailto:xxxx@essexarearamblers.co.uk


 

NFU Rights of Way Signage 

 

I am getting some queries from members and from other bodies such as local 

councils about the use of byways across farms at the moment. I wants to make 

sure that you are aware that the view of the NFU and the advice we are giving 

our members is that rights of way should remain open for people’s daily 

exercise though government advice should be respected at all times. Our main 

concern is the safety of the public and farmers particularly as there are a large 

number of people out and about and the dry weather means that there is land 

work to be done. 

  

As an organisation we have put the attached poster together for sharing on 

social media and through community networks. We are hoping to have a very 

positive approach to persuading people to stay safe on our rights of way 

network. It’s possible that this will be of particular importance as we get further 

into the spring and the weather is nicer for getting out in the countryside. 

 

Dr Jake Richards 

County Adviser, Essex 

NFU – East Anglia 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

In Praise of Essex Council 

 

As Ramblers we all come across occasional problems on our footpaths, 

ranging from issues which make paths completely impassable to issues which 

merely cause us minor inconvenience. I suspect that many of us do not report 

these issues to the local authority either because we don’t know how, don’t find 

the time, or maybe feel that nothing will change! 

  

My recent experience hopefully will provide an example which demonstrates 

that reporting problems is worthwhile and that we should all play our part in 

ensuring that our PRoW network remains accessible and in good condition. 

  

The Corona virus pandemic has changed our lives dramatically including 

cessation of the Ramblers group walks which we all enjoy. We need to ensure 

that we remain active whilst keeping to the government advice to Stay Home : 

Protect the NHS : Save Lives. At the time of writing the advice allows a once 

daily walk, run or cycle. 

  

During the first week of lockdown my wife and I have been taking our daily 

exercise by walking from our home on local footpaths. There are several 

possible circular walks and we have met very few other people using the 

PRoWs. When we have passed others it has been easy to keep at least the 

minimum recommended distance apart and people we’ve met have been very 

considerate. 

  

On Wednesday morning we came to a stile with a notice which read “the gate 

has been locked until further notice to prevent the spread of Covid 19”. Thus a 

short section of the PRoW across a small paddock had been blocked and we 



wondered if this might be the first example of a problem which may be repeated 

elsewhere in the country. 

 

 

On Wednesday afternoon I made a report of the problem on the Essex County 

Council website and received an automated email response acknowledging the 

report and saying it would be assigned to an officer for investigation and may 

take up to 56 days. 

  

To my surprise I received a second, personalised, email later that afternoon 

from the PRoW Enforcement and Liaison Officer at Essex Highways. The email 

asked for more details and, after a couple of further email exchanges, we 

clarified the nature and location of the problem. 

  

On Thursday morning, I received a final email stating that the officer had 

spoken to the landowner and agreed that the signs be removed and the gate 

unlocked. I have subsequently used the path and confirmed that it is open. 

  

 

 



The efficiency and effectiveness of the Highways Team in resolving this issue is 

very impressive and they are to be commended. The reporting tool on the 

Essex website is very simple to use and can be found at:- 

https://www.essexhighways.org/transport-and-roads/tell-us/report-prow.aspx 

  

  

Geoff Sharman 

Chair, Brentwood Ramblers 

 

 

Essex Festival of Walks 2020 

 

Since the Area AGM in February, work has been undertaken on the above. 

  

Brian Hayes has set up a Festival web page and that can be seen on the Area 

Website.  

  

Nicola Turnpenny has designed a logo's for the Festival. These are shown 

below with the one on the left being that which we will use. It is eye catching 

and says all that is needed. 

  

Chelmer and Blackwater, Thurrock, Maldon and Dengie, Stort Valley and 

Uttlesford have offered walks. 

  

Well done to everyone involved with this. 

  

At this moment all that is wanted is a commitment. The details as to where the 

walk will take place, its length, starting place, lunch arrangements, etc can be 

provided later. 

  

 

https://www.essexhighways.org/transport-and-roads/tell-us/report-prow.aspx


With many of us locked down at home, it would be difficult to finalise details, but 

a great time to study maps and our local heritage. 

  

We are available for any ideas or discussion. 

  

Nicola and Alan.  nturnpenny@yahoo.co.uk  or alan@turnbury.plus.com 

 

A note from your Essex Area President 

 

I am sitting here remember back to Foot and Mouth disease the last time our 

rights as walkers were unexpectedly challenged. Essex Area Ramblers were in 

the middle of forming what became East Essex Friends. The launch details had 

been published to cover the first few months. Almost overnight the inaugural 

walk round Two Tree Island was out of bounds and had to be changed to a 

walk along hard surfaced path using the Sea Wall from Leigh Station car park 

to Chalkwell, returning over the railway line and along the cliffs.   

 

None of us like having to give up our freedoms again, this time for coronavirus. 

Completing planned interesting walks and meeting our Rambling Friends are 

on hold. As before we must find out what else we can do this time on a 

personal basis, so we can keep in touch with walking and Ramblers. You have 

cancelled breaks and meeting up. You have probably missed family on 

Mother’s Day. I know I was a bit low the following day. 

 

The sun came out Tuesday and it has got warmer. Some like me will have a 

garden in need of care. I can still go outdoors without fear of bumping into 

crowds of people. I have also got a copy of a recent Walk and South East 

Rambler and The England Coast Path. The book is an unexpected tonic, just 

looking at the lovely photos can be quiet calming. I was given a copy a few 

weeks and am enjoying looking through the pages and remember places dotted 

along the route. We have visited many in the motorhome. I am also using it for 

mailto:nturnpenny@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:alan@turnbury.plus.com


planning where I want to visit first when I am told it’s safe to do so. Some of the 

suggestions of wild things to do I am sure will appeal to many of you. This book 

by Stephen Neale can be ordered from Amazon. It’s called The England Coast 

Path: 1,000 mini Adventures Around the World’s Longest Coastal Path. There 

is a Kindle Edition as well as the paperback. No danger doing this on line from 

standing too near other shoppers while getting hold of a copy of this, or any 

other book.  

 

I am sure the whole of our Essex stretch of the England Coast Path will open 

eventually and we in Ramblers will be able to plan some events worthy of this 

long-awaited path. I hope by the autumn the Essex Area Ramblers Walking 

Festival will be able to go ahead as planned. Keep the planning going we can 

still look at maps and delve into history. 

 

West Essex Ramblers Group along with many other of our Essex groups will 

rearrange their planned walks, outings and celebrations. I will at present just 

send my congratulations to them on their 50th Anniversary. Well done to all 

involved.   

I would like to say a Thank you for all the volunteers for all the extra work you 

have undertaken as committee members and walks leaders, to cancel planned 

walks and events. My Thanks also go to those who have been letting members 

know about the changes. 

 

Keep well keep safe. 

Best wishes 

Ann McLaren 

 

 

 

 



 

ECC Path Diversions, Extinguishments and Creations 

 

Essex Highways Dept are working with Essex Area to create a working 

relationship where information is available to members. 

  

The above document can be found on Essex Area Website by clicking on 

Footpath Matters and then PROW Notice.  It contains a lot of information, much 

of it completed. However for paths closed by Temporary Orders ( TCPA ), and 

proposed Diversions, it is useful in providing dates of reopening. 

  

Where paths are closed for housing construction work, the proposed 

completion date needs to be kept under review. Many contractors allow these 

dates to slide, hoping the path will be forgotten. We can now check these and 

ensure they are not lost.  

  

We would welcome any comments or deal with any issues raised by this 

document. 

  

Alan Goffee 

Executive Committee. 

 

 

Volunteer News 

 

Click here for the March Edition of the Ramblers Volunteer News  

  

 

 

 

   

  

  

 
 

https://www.essexarearamblers.co.uk/latest-articles/latest/927-ramblers-volunteer-news-march-2021.html

