
  

 

 

Essex Area Update 
 

Welcome to the January Edition of the Essex Area Update 

 

Happy New Year to all Essex Ramblers !! 

 

Presidents End of year thoughts 

 

Many of you will remember Laura Scarlet coming to our AGM and telling us 

about the huge changes Ramblers were planning. Now almost daily we 

cope, live, walk and search our emails to find a result of them being 

implemented. The fall-out from the Data protection act coming along side this 

has meant considerable extra work for many volunteers. I am proud of the 

ways in which volunteers in Essex have set about both coping with and 

where possible embracing them. 

Network rail challenges to our long held rights and beliefs plus an inbuilt 

striving to both improve and maintain our beloved Essex Countryside and 

footpaths resulted in what I regard our most exciting project so far. The 

Festival of Walks. This has drawn us all together and brought out a spirit of 

togetherness and co-operation I felt was previously hidden. A very big thank 

you to every one who took part at whatever level. I hope this will be the start 

of more such events. 

   

The Area AGM put the February 2020 date in your diary now and be at 

the County Cricket Ground in Chelmsford before the 9.30am start. Up to date 

details will be given on the web site and in EAU. 



 

The Essex Area Website, Essex Area Update and South East Rambler 

as before my thanks continue to go to all involved starting with Brian and 

Kevin. All we have to do is touch a button on the computer and can find all 

the news. It’s so well presented and ready for you. Keep your stories coming. 

SER is our little window into publicity for Essex outdoor matters. Send them 

direct or via Mike. 

 

Network Rail inquiry results are not yet out so like everyone else involved I 

wait and hope. 

 

Essex Coast Path. I still have high hopes the whole path will fully open but 

will the Government promise on 2020 to be fulfilled? Maybe not. Progress is 

mixed I still get the occasional email from Central Office. Details are updated 

as soon as possible and can be found on the Area website. A reminder you 

just have days to make any comments about the Southend on Sea to 

Wallasea Island stretch. I was told this week they are having to postpone 

publication of the Wallasea Islabd – Burnham on Crouch and Tilbury to 

Southend stretches because of the General Election but that this doesn’t 

mean that they can’t be concluding any work needed on the reports in the 

meantime. They just can’t be published until the new year. 

 

Footpath Maintenance here in Essex.  

New plans are currently a foot to keep the paths walkable. A better Way 

Forward plan is being worked on. It will I am sure ask all of us to be involved 

in some way with making sure the paths we value so highly remain 

accessible.   

 

Membership. - The Insight Hub and Ramblers Web site. 

These are being constantly updated and change every time I have a look. I 

am told they are going to be made more user friendly. I find the current 



Volunteer Zone has most of what I want somewhere, it is finding it that has 

been my problem. Hopefully this will be resolved. The new Membership 

information leaflet that replaced the old paper joining form has been well 

received. If we all carry a spare in our rucksack and try to recruit one new 

member it would make a very big difference to group numbers. 

 

Ann McLaren 

Essex Area Ramblers President 

 

Festival of Walks 

  

After a year of planning, our Festival of Walks got underway on a wet 

Saturday in late October. Fortunately the weather improved as the week 

progressed - until the following Saturday when down came the rains again. 

Maybe this was to be expected; after all, the Festival theme was water! 

However, judging by the photographs a good time was had by all. Of 

particular interest was the vast variety of ‘watery’ scenes that Essex has to 

offer. Thank you for sending in the photos. 

  

Every Group, with one exception, provided a walk. There were 34 walks 

during the week and, from the information available, just under 500 walkers. 

That’s a wonderful achievement which had the watery gods not decided to 

add to our theme, would have been more. 

  

There was publicity in newspapers, on county-wide social media, an 

invitation to speak on BBC Radio Essex, in addition to all the local circulation 

that the Groups did. It was a really great job in showing the public what 

Essex Ramblers do. 

  

I accompanied West Essex Group on their walk around Epping Forest and 

was impressed with our leader Marianne’s local knowledge and ability to find 



all the ponds, even in secluded wooded areas.  My second walk, with the 

Rochford and East Essex Groups, around Canvey Island, could not have 

been more different – the wide open marshland and views over the Thames 

were a total contrast to the vivid autumn colours of the forest. Simon our 

leader kept us entertained with stories of local history. A visit to Canvey, just 

to see the murals painted on the sea wall is a must – and while you are there 

consider calling in for a quick one at the historic Lobster Smack pub. 

  

This was our first locally organised Festival of Walks and it was particularly 

pleasing to have the support of Kate Ashbrook, Ramblers’ Chair, who 

travelled from Buckinghamshire to join us for the Canvey walk. Also I would 

like to thank everyone who volunteered and contributed to our Festival’s 

success by putting on such a complete and varied programme of walks – 

well done. Now thoughts have turned to hosting another Festival next year – 

of course with a different theme. Something to look forward to! 

  

On the Area Website there is a gallery of pictures from the walks to share 

with others and the world. Many thanks to those who sent them. 

 

Gordon Bird 

Chair, Essex Area 

 

The Success of Working Parties 

  

As I am sure you will all remember, The Ramblers, following a motion from 

Essex Area at General Council, adopted a policy to increase the publicity 

and public awareness of the work done by Ramblers Groups, in clearing 

footpaths  and other ROW. Most of the Essex Groups operate Working 

Parties to do this but as yet these have not been given the credit for their 

work or the publicity so non members can understand that in many cases 

they can walk because of our work. 

https://us13.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.essexarearamblers.co.uk%2Fphoto-gallery%2Fessex-festival-of-walking.html&h=ca9fc6a7c5044226d2fa939ee068bd8cc03a87e6996e7b3b98f11609f0f13d4f&v=1&xid=56968b4faf&uid=57742409&pool=&subject=


  

Across the country Ramblers Working Parties are estimated to improve, 

open up, or clear the length of a Footpath from London to Birmingham. Thats 

really  impressive but not known as it should be, to the general public. If is 

difficult to imagine it would not result in new members supporting what we 

do, if it were known. 

  

Many people join organisations like the National Trust or the Woodland 

Trust, because they support the work they are doing, taking part in its 

activities. The Ramblers need to do the same, that is getting new members 

who support  keeping footpaths open and walkable. 

  

The attached pictures shows the Uttlesford Group members clearing a very 

overgrown path at Meesham Bridge near Clavering, It is hoped that each 

month another Group, any volunteers?  can show their work so we can get 

the message to the walking public as to the amount of work being done. We 

are attempting to add Ramblers waymark disc's to each path worked on, as 

another method of showing what we do. Be it removing brambles around a 

stile, or rebuilding a bridge its still work we should be proud of. Help us to 

lets all walkers know this. 

  

Please support this project to get the message out. 

  

Alan Goffee 

Vice Chair Essex Area Ramblers 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Footpath Maintenance on Area Website 

 

“The reduction of local government funding and the number of footpaths that 

were becoming over grown and difficult to walk. Essex groups decided to set 

up working parties to undertake Clearance work, Stiles, Kissing gates, 

Bridges, Finger and Way marker posts.” 

 

The above is on the Footpath Working Parties heading under the Work 

Parties tab on the Essex Area website. Where hopefully the groups who 

have a footpath working party will be able to tell other Essex groups (and the 

visitors to our area website), about their hard work on keeping the paths 

clear, way marked and bridged for other users. 

 

Out of the 19 groups 16 do footpath maintenance, only three have anything 



 

on their websites. I am informed by three (not the same three) about the next 

path clearing dates which I put on the area website. Dates are all l need if 

you give information on where the work is to be carried out would be helpful.  

 

Those groups who use the Ramblers-web template can add the date to the 

Group Walk Events Manager (GWEM) as Basildon and Greenway, see 

below. 

 

 

 

I have added a Footpath Work Parties diary to the home page. The reason 

that Tendring and Uttlesford have more dates is because they always work 

on the same day every month. 

 

Come on be proud of the paths in Essex and tell the world. 

 

Brian 

Essex Area Webmaster 

 

December Volunteer News 

 

Click here for the December Edition of the Ramblers Volunteer News  

  

 

 

 

  

  

 
 

https://us13.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.essexarearamblers.co.uk%2Flatest-articles%2Flatest%2F861-ceo-volunteer-news-december-2019.html&h=1354b6b1c0441c019d3dcafc41bf0fdb25847dd56c03b635b7a8876d40ee3694&v=1&xid=56968b4faf&uid=57742409&pool=&subject=

