
  

 

 

Essex Area Update 
 

Welcome to the March Edition of the Essex Area Update 

 

Essex Ramblers Festival of Walks 2020 

 

Essex Area Festival of Walks 3rd - 11th October 2020 

  

At the Area Council dated 9th January, the above was approved. At the Area 

AGM dated 8th February the theme of "Essex Heritage" was agreed for the 

Festival. 

  

This email is to ask all Groups, as they did last year to offer walks on the 

theme on their normal walking days in their Walk Programme. 

 

Please note this year we have excluded Monday, but included the second 

Sunday. 

  

The idea of the theme is to cut out the need for extensive travel and make 

the walks more local to highlight each Group's operational area. 

 

It is hoped as last year, shorter walks, figure of eight walks, slow walks as 

well as the longer walks will be included. 

 

The Country Houses, Castles, and Churches, if added to the many lovely 

villages and ancient towns, provides a base to work from. If the 



manufacturing history, of Crittall Windows, Courtauld, for example, are 

added to the canals, docks, railways, used to transport goods and the 

Windmills, Barns and Farm buildings used build a huge agricultural industry, 

we have a wider and diverse and perhaps in showcase, unknown heritage to 

show off. 

  

In fact we are spoilt for choice and it will be very surprising if our final 

programme does not raise interest from many non members of the public. 

  

Nicola Turnpenny, from Hike Essex, has volunteered to work on this year 

Festival, and we would both be happy to receive your walks or deal with any 

concerns you may have. 

  

Nicola and Alan. 

  

Please reply to nturnpenny@yahoo.co.k, alan@turnbury.plus.com 

 

Chair's Report to the AGM  

Our Annual General Meeting was held on 8 February at Essex County 

Cricket Club in Chelmsford. Here is Gordon Bird’s report; other articles 

arising from the AGM follow. 

Out goes 2019, in comes 2020. A new year and a new decade have been 

welcomed in. From a walker’s perspective the festive season proved a rather 

muddy affair as many paths became waterlogged following heavy downfalls 

over a period of weeks. Let’s hope the weather improves. 

Last year we had a full agenda. In addition to a comprehensive programme 

of group walks which included the successful Essex Festival of Walks we 

had to deal with the machinations of the GDPR regulations. This totally 

changed the way in which we (Ramblers) hold and manage members’ 

personal data. Coinciding with this, Ramblers’ Central Office commenced 
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with the initial releases from the Digital Transformation programme. It is fair 

to say there was many an hour spent on these subjects as we all went up the 

learning curve. Once the Public Inquiry into the Essex Network Rail Closure 

programme finished in March, attention turned to other matters. Access to 

the Public Right of Way (PROW) network has proved problematic in several 

areas following years of local government cutbacks on footpath maintenance 

and support. In response to this we have established 19 volunteer 

maintenance teams covering Essex and will look to publicise their good work 

to a wider audience. As volunteers, we seek to complement Essex Highways 

footpath maintenance activities. There are some issues that can only be 

undertaken by Essex Highways. We have commenced a dialogue with the 

Essex Highways’ PROW management - our aim is to positively influence 

their maintenance programme and address long term outstanding problems. 

Also, we have been actively involved in appraising diversion orders. 

Membership has remained stable at just over 4200 for the Area. 

So, what have we got planned for the coming 12 months? Here is a quick 

run-down. There will be the regular activities of footpath maintenance and 

group led walks and hopefully another Festival of Walks. Likewise, diversion 

orders, major footpath issues and fault reporting will be progressed in 

cooperation with Essex Highways. If a major development such as the Lower 

Thames Crossing takes off then we will have to review it for effects on the 

PROW network. It would be a major undertaking. We will seek to increase 

the publicity relating to our contribution to improving access to the PROW 

network. Further releases from the Digital Transformation project will be 

introduced.  The key word is transformation – I hope within a couple of years 

the technology will settle down and embed itself as an essential component 

in handling Ramblers’ activities. We shall see! If you are like me then you will 

still be getting to grips with that already available.  Sometime soon - after a 

gestation period of around 5 years! - we expect to hear the outcome of the 

Network Rail Inquiry. Hopefully it will be favourable and that there will be no 

phase 2. The Coastal Path project will be reactivated now that the legal 



challenge has been removed. A recent initiative – Parish Path Adopters - 

promoted by Len Banister, is now underway. The aim is to get local people 

to adopt a footpath and report any issues. Central Office has created a 

Walks Leadership training programme. This is something we have previously 

asked for and I hope we can support its introduction. The Don’t Lose Your 

Way initiative aimed at registering old forgotten footpaths will commence 

now we have volunteers. We have a full schedule ahead! 

  

This brings me conveniently to the subject of volunteering. As a volunteer 

organisation there is a wide variety of posts to be filled at both group and 

area. If you or someone you know would be prepared to take up a post 

please let me know. If you already hold a position, thank you for your 

commitment.  Specifically, at Area we have two posts that need filling 

following the resignations of Alan Goffee, Area Vice Chair and Katherine 

Evans, Area Footpath Secretary. Both Alan and Katherine will continue to be 

active in Ramblers’ matters and I would like to thank them both for their 

contribution and support over many years. 

I wish you good health and enjoyable walking in the coming year. 

Gordon Bird, Chair, Essex Area Ramblers 

chair@essexarearamblers.co.uk 
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Commendations from the Ramblers 

 

West Essex Group has been outstanding work doing on path maintenance, 

led by Brian Smith. This was formally recognised at the AGM by Dr Peter 

Rookes, Vice Chair of the Ramblers’ Board of Trustees, who presented Brian 

with a commendation for the group’s efforts. 

 

 

Brian Smith receives the Award from Peter Rookes 

 

Members will be familiar with the fight against rail crossings closures 

proposed by Network Rail, which threaten the footpath network in the county, 

and also receiving a commendation at the AGM were Area Footpath 

Secretaries for outstanding effort and work on the Network Rail inquiry. Peter 

Rookes presented this to Gordon Bird and Alan Goffee, Chair and Vice Chair 



respectively of Essex Ramblers. 

 

 

Gordon Bird (centre) and Alan Goffee (right) with the Award 

 

Although the inquiry into Network Rail’s proposals closed last March, it is 

unknown when the final recommendations to the Secretary of State for 

Transport will be published. 

  

Mike Cannell, Area Media Officer 

 

 

 

 

 



Make Better use of the PRoW 

 

Last year, a General Council Motion proposed by Essex Area was passed 

unanimously which set out an agenda for Ramblers to focus less on led 

walks and more on what the Ramblers can do for the PRoW. Speaking to the 

February AGM, the motion’s mover, Len Banister, said that there had been 

less effect than hoped; there has been one edition of Walk magazine on 

Working Parties and a couple of visits to Essex by Central Office to look at 

practice. 

  

Here in Essex, in the last five years, Groups have been encouraged to set up 

Working Parties, and all but three or four Groups now have them. However, 

Len argued that only a minority of Groups talk about the Working Parties in 

their Annual Reports and thus undersell them. 

  

Len continued that over the next five years we were proposing to increase 

dramatically the effectiveness of the reporting the deteriorating state of the 

PRoW. Currently, perhaps only 5-10% of the faults in the network get 

reported. As a result, those working on PRoW in Essex Highways seriously 

lack ammunition to argue for resources. Why so little reporting when so 

many people use the PRoW? It may be that people have too little time or do 

not know how to report faults to Essex County Council. 

  

It was proposed to start to remedy this by significantly increasing the number 

of Ramblers engaged in volunteering as Parish Path Adopters. We need 350 

volunteers to walk their local paths annually and report faults in parish areas. 

This will assist Working Parties in targeting problems and give Essex County 

Council a comprehensive view of the PRoW. By this time next year, we aim 

to have all parishes covered. 

  

In response to questions, Len agreed that there were many others using and 



engaged with the PRoW. However, before we can build local partnerships at 

the parish level, we need a Ramblers’ network on the ground. We can then 

move forward over time. First of all, all groups will be supplied with 

information on Parishes and their paths. There will be a map of Parishes, a 

tutoring list on how to contact the County Council, and a definitive path map 

for volunteers. 

  

Madeleine Radford 

Area Secretary 

 

What Fyfield is doing on PRoW 

 

Linked with the talk by Len Banister, Les Lamb, Chair of Fyfield Parish 

Council, described to the AGM how his Parish decided three years ago to 

improve their paths. Already, all Parish Councils get notice of diversions and 

extinctions of paths. Fyfield has 22 miles of the PRoW and includes parts of 

the Essex Way and the Three Forest Way. Les described the process they 

adopted: 

   

1. Find a volunteer – a Parish Adopter 

2. Seek guidance – in the first place from Essex CC 

3. Conduct an assessment of the paths 

4. Engage with relevant organisations 

5. Start and maintain path maintenance – this proved difficult for a parish 

on its own. Teaming up with Ramblers really worked; they gave 

expertise and a stamp of authority 

6. Organising events 

7. Get local landowners on board 

  

The project has been very successful and has resulted in attracting much 



greater local use of the footpath network, engagement with the Scouts, 

Epping District Council’s Lifewalks and village events. In answer to 

questions, Les explained that working with Ramblers’ working parties and 

Essex County Council had resulted over time in a smooth process based on 

mutual respect and trust so that Essex Highways do not always need to 

inspect the work while it is being undertaken by volunteer working parties. 

The paths are now very well marked, kept and used. 

  

Madeleine Radford 

Area Secretary 

 

Area Footpath Secretary Vacancy 

 

We are looking for a new Area Footpath Secretary. The role is to act as the 

conduit for members’ outstanding footpath problems and to be the main point 

of contact with Essex County Council for footpath issues. 

 

If you are interested, please contact Alan Goffee on 01371 876792 for a 

discussion, or get in touch with him on alan@turnbury.plus.com. 

 

Essex Country Council Reporting Faults Website 

 

Following these few words is a guide on the use of the above. 

  

The website may not to everything we want, but it is work in progress and so 

for the time being the best we have. 

  

Please note that every fault reported on the website is immediately 

forwarded to the ROW Inspector who's district it is in. 

  

Faults are not removed from the website until complete, and every one can 

mailto:alan@turnbury.plus.com
https://us13.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcusercontent.com%2Ff91acd656702ade659a1100a3%2Ffiles%2Ffaf579d8-8ccc-45b1-8a69-f5ac970e74c0%2FHow_to_Report_Problems_on_Public_Rights_of_Way_on_Essex_Highways_Website.pdf&h=decd971440b0d9dbdeb90c71f91648a1077076ea478c1a11812ece71f77e92b7&v=1&xid=ea449cb6a3&uid=57742409&pool=&subject=


be followed up. 

  

Area is working with ECC to improve the system, but this can only be done if 

it is used. Please help us. 

  

Alan Goffee. 

 

Walk Leadership Essentials - Ramblers Training 

 

As you may be aware the Ramblers have recently introduced its Walk 

Leader Essentials training courses and those to be held in Essex are: 

 

Chelmsford (Galleywood) Saturday 14th March 

 

Colchester Thursday 23rd April 

 

Southend-on-Sea (Hadleigh) Tuesday 11th August   

 

These free full-day Walks Leadership training courses available to Ramblers’ 

Members are designed specifically for potential and existing volunteer Walks 

Leaders which will guide them to develop the skills and confidence needed 

to plan and lead inspiring group walks. Both new and existing walk leaders 

are welcome to attend – no prior knowledge or experience is necessary. The 

course will cover the roles and responsibilities of a Walk Leader, the 

practicalities of planning and leading a walk and some of the scenarios that 

may be encountered during a walk. Additionally, the programme will include 

information about Ramblers insurance and help to ensure that your walks 

are safe, interesting and enjoyable for all. Please do note that it won’t cover 

navigation. There will be plenty of time to ask questions and share 

experiences and ideas with your fellow Walk Leaders. Weather permitting, it 

is expected that the course will conclude with an 'outside' practical walking 



exercise for about 1½ hours duration. 

 

I am delighted to say that the three Walk Leadership Essentials training days 

for Essex are now live on Eventbrite, a booking website. 

 

For the training day in Chelmsford on the 14th March please follow this link: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/walk-leadership-essentials-chelmsford-essex-

14032020-tickets-94407145313 

 

For the training day in Colchester on the 23rd April please follow this link: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/walk-leadership-essentials-colchester-essex-

23042020-tickets-94411458213 

 

The training day in Southend-on-Sea (Hadleigh). For this training day on the 

11th August please follow this link: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/walk-

leadership-essentials-hadleigh-essex-11082020-tickets-94413991791 

 

If you need to cancel your booking, you can either do this on Eventbrite or 

can email Kate.Davis@ramblers.org.uk who will cancel your place for you.   

 

Each course is limited to 15 members and places will be allocated on a ‘first 

come’ priority basis, so BOOK NOW to avoid disappointment. You will 

receive a confirmatory ‘ticket’ by e-mail which you can print or retain on a 

smart phone. Should your course choice be fully booked then please join the 

relative ‘waiting list’. 

 

As these courses are designed for potential new Walk Leaders and for those 

needing some further instruction let’s trust that, as a result, we shall have 

many more Leaders for our Essex Group walks in the future. 

 

John V Champ 
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Essex Area Liaison ‘Walk Leadership Essentials’     

 

 

Volunteer News 

 

Click here for the February Edition of the Ramblers Volunteer News  

  

 

 

 

   

  

  

 
 

https://us13.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.essexarearamblers.co.uk%2Flatest-articles%2Flatest%2F861-ramblers-volunteer-news-march-2020.html&h=0baf88bf0b191275bfdd2560214580065e520c87ba3fde50b0366b2780888fb9&v=1&xid=ea449cb6a3&uid=57742409&pool=&subject=

