
  

 

 

Essex Area Update 
 

Welcome to the May Edition of the Essex Area Update 

 

A Message from Essex Area Chair 

   

It goes without saying that these are difficult and dangerous times with the 

Covid-19 pandemic restricting our usual day to day activities. With many self-

isolated our walking routines have been curtailed; fortunately for the time being 

we can undertake outdoor activity providing government guidance is followed. 

Luckily for me I have quick access to nearby footpaths and can enjoy solitary 

countryside walks through fields and in woods just as spring is taking hold; I 

hope you are able to do the same. This simple pleasure brings home to me 

how vital the footpath network is; even in these adverse times the paths give 

freedom - an escape from the confines of self-isolation - long may it continue. 

From previous announcements you will have seen Ramblers has suspended all 

volunteer activities - however this does not stop working from home. Although 

not particularly technically-minded Essex Area Executive Committee plan, for 

the first time, holding a home-based meeting using teleconferencing facilities; 

fingers crossed!  Also in the background we are progressing activities such as 

the Parish Path Adopters initiative, Festival of Walks, footpath orders and 

reviewing the Lower Thames Crossing project. 

 

 



For my part I expect to have time on my hands, so I intend looking at the Lost 

Ways initiative being promoted by the Ramblers on their web site. Why don’t 

you give it a try? 

 

Stay safe. 

Gordon Bird 

Chair, Essex Area Ramblers 

 

Essex Highways PROW Fault Reporting System 

 

Anyone who has used the above to report a blocked or overgrown path, a 

damaged bridge or unsafe stile will know it is not the easiest of systems to use. 

  

Upgrades are being proposed and we have been invited to take part in the 

testing of the operation of the System. 

  

I have lost count of the number of times I have been told, " Its does not work", 

"Its to difficult to use", "No point in reporting anything the system loses it" Etc. 

  

Well now its time to put your money where your mouth is and join up as a 

Tester. Help us help you get what you all want, a system that works for US. 

  

Contact  Alan Goffee on alan@turnbury.plus.com for details. I look forward to 

hearing from you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:alan@turnbury.plus.com


Coastal Path Update 

 

Good news received for one more section of the England Coast Path 

  

I received a mysterious sounding email entitled SM – Defra – Coast a few days 

ago. Once I started watching the daily Downing Street news on work our 

government were undertaking just coping with so many unexpected changes, I 

put an end to hope of hearing more on the Essex stretch of the England path 

for a while or we are out of lockdown. I found when reading further this email 

contained much to my delight details of the Secretary of State’s long-awaited 

decision regarding the Coastal Access Report for the Southend -on-Sea to 

Wallasea Island stretch of the England Coast Path. It came with best wishes 

from the Access Team Rural and Place, Department for Environment, Food 

and Rural Affairs in London (Defra). The PDF referred to below is still at the 

time of writing to be found on the England Coast Path web site. 

  

Decision 

Coastal access: Section 52 notice for Southend-on-Sea to Wallasea Island 

 

This notice sets out the Secretary of State’s decision to approve part of the 

proposals for improving coastal access between Southend-on-Sea to Wallasea 

Island. 

Published 23 April 2020 

 

Documents 

 

Notice by the Secretary of State under section 52 of the National Parks and 

Access to the Countryside Act 1949: Southend-on-Sea to Wallasea Island 

(lengths 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6) 

 

Coastal access report - Southend-on-Sea to Wallasea Island, lengths SWI1, 



SWI2, SWI3, SWI5 and SWI6: Representations with Natural England’s 

comments 

PDF, 1.24MB, 7 pages. 

 

The Secretary of State has decided to approve the proposals for Southend-on-

Sea to Wallasea Island (lengths 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6) and their decision is outlined 

in this notice. Published 23 April 2020 

  

At a time when like so many of my friends, I, have taken to using WhatsApp, 

FaceTime and Zoom as my regular forms of communications it is somehow 

very re-assuring that some of the old fashioned electronic means of connecting 

are still working and promises made are continuing to slowly come good. 

  

It gives me great hopes that after the initial 12 weeks social distancing and 

shielding many of our members are coping with will pass. It would be great if 

we could then all gradually come out of lock down. On a personal basis I hope 

we will all get to the hastily rearranged 50th Anniversary with West Essex, all 

other group walks, meals out and notable celebration. My 2nd choice holiday at 

the other end of September beckons. Roll on a return of all area walks, get-

togethers and events. 

In the meantime, my thanks go out for all the messages of encouragement 

received over the past few weeks. If the jokes and ideas passing round in my 

own group are any indication of the resilience of Essex Ramblers the new 

walks and outings in the pipeline will make the wait worthwhile.   

Keep well keep safe. 

Best wishes 

Ann McLaren 

 

 

 



Path Adopter Recruitment 

 

You will have read in previous editions of Area Update and South East Walker 

about the plans for Parish Path Adopters, whereby a volunteer from each 

parish agrees to walk each path within the parish at least once a year, noting 

any problems so that they can be reported to Essex Highways and hopefully 

dealt with. Chairs and Secretaries of Groups are currently looking for 

volunteers. 

 

There have been some comments about the advisability of launching the 

initiative during the coronavirus pandemic.  These reservations rather miss the 

point; the most challenging aspect of what we are trying to do is to recruit 

roughly one in ten of Essex Ramblers.  This recruitment will take time, it will 

involve personally identifying where people live and persuading them to 

volunteer as adopters to parishes which are convenient to their home.  As they 

are recruited their email addresses should be forwarded to Ian Glen. 

 

Some Groups have been quick off the mark and the main contacts have been 

very complimentary about the quality of the maps we have sent them. 

 

Once the volunteers have been recruited, they will have a year to walk and 

report on their paths.  Before then, we hope to have concluded work with the 

Highways Authority which will ease the whole of the reporting procedure. 

 

Below is a note sent to secretaries and chairs of groups about recruitment. 

 

Keep well, 

Len Banister 

 

Note sent to group Chairs and Secretaries 

 



As promised, I attach a map of your Group’s catchment area which Ramblers 

use for automatic member assignment.  I hope that it will help you with the job 

of Parish Path Adopter recruitment. 

 

Rather than putting out a general plea for volunteers it seems to me that it 

would be better to match members with the parishes in which they live and ask 

individuals directly to take on the roles. 

 

I hope that you, or whoever is designated as coordinator, will keep Ian Glen 

ian.a.glen@gmail.com updated with the contact details of your recruits along 

with the parishes which they have agreed to cover. 

 

Whilst we want to appoint the Adopters as soon as possible, it is important to 

emphasise that the actual survey of the paths within their parishes need only be 

done once over the next year; many will be reluctant to walk footpaths whilst 

the ‘shutdown’ is in progress. 

 

Remember that, initially, we are asking the PPAs to walk the paths in their 

assigned areas and record faults with a note of their location.  We will contact 

volunteers directly when we have developed a more sophisticated method of 

recording.  This delay in precision results from the fact that, for many, the 

current Essex Highways reporting system is too complex and time-consuming 

(hence the fact that few members, particularly walk leaders, actually report 

faults to the Public Rights of Way Team).  We are currently negotiating with 

Essex to institute, what we consider to be, a much simpler system.  When we 

are successful, we will let you know. 

 

I will be writing a general note to The Essex Association of Local Councils 

explaining what Essex Area Ramblers are proposing to do but, given that there 

are 368 Parish Councils in Essex, many with their own idiosyncrasies and 

levels of activity, it would be useful if you contacted your parishes direct to 

mailto:ian.a.glen@gmail.com


ensure that work was not duplicated and toes were not trodden on. 

 

Further clarification can be obtained from: https://sites.google.com/view/essex-

ramblers/home 

 

In addition to Groups like yours, I will be writing to non-geographical groups like 

the Friends and Hike Essex to ask them to offer assistance to those groups 

which have large numbers of parishes. 

 

As soon as we have had them printed, we will be posting sheets showing each 

individual Parish in your area – these will be in colour with each path 

numbered.  Please send Ian the postal address of the contact to whom the 

maps should be sent. 

 

I hope that this hiatus in our normal lives will provide us with the opportunity to 

get this important initiative launched so that, by the end of the year, every 

parish in Essex has at least one Adopter. 

 

Best wishes and keep well 

Len and Ian 

 

 

Closure of Right's of Way 

 

We've received the following email from a resident with regard to the action of a 

farmer during lockdown. 

 

Hi, our local farmer has been slowly closing all the paths we have as a village 

been using for over 15 years..  We have put up with this, but this evening, I 

went to walk the only path he has left open to find it closed with barbed wire. 

We now have nowhere to go apart from a busy A road to complete the walk. I 

https://sites.google.com/view/essex-ramblers/home
https://sites.google.com/view/essex-ramblers/home


believe he is taking advantage of the lockdown as nobody is working and so he 

can do what he wants. The area is CO9 3LG and the last path he has closed is 

in Cuckoo Woods. Can you let me know how long you need to have been 

walking a path before it becomes a public footpath please? 

 

The NFU Advisor for Essex has made the following statement, along with the 

attached poster. 

 

I am getting some queries from members and from other bodies such as local 

councils about the use of PROWs across farms at the moment. I wants to make 

sure that you are aware that the view of the NFU and the advice we are giving 

our members is that rights of way should remain open for people’s daily 

exercise though government advice should be respected at all times. Our main 

concern is the safety of the public and farmers particularly as there are a large 

number of people out and about and the dry weather means that there is land 

work to be done. 

 

As an organisation we have put the attached poster together for sharing on 

social media and through community networks. We are hoping to have a very 

positive approach to persuading people to stay safe on our rights of way 

network. It’s possible that this will be of particular importance as we get further 

into the spring and the weather is nicer for getting out in the countryside. 

Dr Jake Richards 

County Adviser, Essex 

NFU – East Anglia 



 

 

 



Volunteer News 

 
Click here for the April Edition of the Ramblers Volunteer News 

https://www.essexarearamblers.co.uk/latest-articles/latest/861-ramblers-volunteer-news-march-2020.html

