
  

 

 

Essex Area Update 
 

Welcome to the November Edition of the Essex Area 

Update 

 

Essex Festival of Walks 

 

All Groups involved with the above were asked to publicise the walks they 

were undertaking and I would wish to thank everyone involved for their 

efforts. 

This resulted in BBC Essex radio contacting us, and asking if we would take 

part in the Quest Programme which took place on Sunday 27th October. 

As co-ordinator I was volunteered and the result can be heard via BBC 

Sounds - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00hj9ms/episodes/player 

  

I hope I was able to do justice to the work you all undertake on behalf of the 

Ramblers. 

Our objective was to raise the profile of Essex Ramblers, and thanks to your 

support we have done that. 

I would also like to record that the Festival of Walks link of the Area website 

had received 2181 hits up to 24th October. That is also a great achievement. 

  

Well done to everyone. 

  

Alan Goffee vice Chair Essex Area. 

 

https://us13.mailchimp.com/mctx/click?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fprogrammes%2Fp00hj9ms%2Fepisodes%2Fplayer&xid=849a4f27a1&uid=57742409&pool=&subject=


Essex Festival of Walks - Essex Friends 

 

Here are some photos from the groups walks around Heybridge Basin and 

Burnham on Crouch. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Uttlesford Rambler reinstate Turpin's Trail 

 

A second Robin Hood or horse thief, house-breaker, torturer and murderer – 

who was Dick Turpin? Legend depicts him as a likeable and chivalrous 

rogue, a gentleman of the road. The reality is different. Born in 1705, some 

say in Thaxted and others in Hempstead, he was a gangster and 

highwayman. When life got too hot for him in Essex he fled north, and 

eventually he was captured, tried and executed in York in 1738. 

 

But myth trumps the truth, and around twenty years ago Uttlesford District 

Council created Turpin’s Trail, which is in three interlinked sections between 

Thaxted and Hempstead. Each separate walk takes three hours. The full 

circular walk from Thaxted to Hempstead and back to Thaxted takes about 

nine hours. 

 

Since its creation, Turpin’s Trail has declined. Signs had been broken or had 

disappeared, the path was overgrown and cuts in local authority funding 

meant that restoration by Uttlesford Council was unlikely. In 2016 the 

Uttlesford Group of the Ramblers therefore decided to adopt and restore the 



 

Trail. 

 

Over the past three years, our volunteers have cleared the paths, designed 

and installed new waymarks, and updated the route guide. Turpin’s Trail is 

now ready for everyone to enjoy by following the guidance notes on the 

Uttlesford Ramblers’ website at  

https://www.uttlesfordramblers.org/our-walks/85-turpin-s-trail.html. The whole 

trail is now well waymarked, but walkers are advised to carry the relevant 

map (OS Explorer 195 Braintree and Saffron Walden, Scale 1:25,000) as 

well as the guidance notes from the website. One point to note is that the 

original route guide was in printed form; putting the notes on the web 

enables a fuller and more comprehensive description, as well as enabling 

amendments to be made quickly if there are changes to the route. 

  

Mike Cannell and Sylvia Hayes, Uttlesford Group 

 

October Volunteer News 

 

Click here for the October Edition of the Ramblers Volunteer News  

  

 

 

  

 

  

 
 

https://www.uttlesfordramblers.org/our-walks/85-turpin-s-trail.html
https://us13.mailchimp.com/mctx/click?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.essexarearamblers.co.uk%2Flatest-articles%2F839-ceo-volunteer-news-october-2019.html&xid=849a4f27a1&uid=57742409&pool=&subject=

