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 AREA FOOTPATH & COUNTRYSIDE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wednesday 29 November 2107 at 7.30pm 

 
Minutes 

 
Those present: Katherine Evans – Area FPS, Geoff Forward (Basildon retiring), Graham Barfoot 
(Basildon incoming), Paul Evans (joint Braintree), Andy Neagus (Southend – new), Joan Bullivant 
(Havering, Barking & Dagenham), Jackie Harrop (Maldon), Melvyn Freake (Redbridge), Becky & 
Stewart Williams (Joint Rochford), David Boote (Waltham Forest), Mags Hobby (Colchester - & 
minutes). 
 
1. All were welcomed, especially Andy & Graham who are new to the committee, and a round of 

introductions was done.  Apologies were received from David Naylor, Len Banister and Jeff 
Coe. 

2.  The minutes of the previous meeting on 17 July 2017 were agreed and signed. 

3. Matters Arising.  David Naylor’s report for Harlow was referred to, highlighting the continuing 

problem at the junction of Harlow FP 75 and 122.  
 

4. Report of Area Footpath Secretary.  Katherine mentioned the forthcoming Essex LAF meeting 

– 2pm Chelmsford 5 December, at which Robert Lee from Highways would be doing a 

presentation on Planning Matters and Public Rights of Way. 
 
5. Network Rail – this item was taken at the end of the meeting but is minuted here.   
 A recent e-mail from “Persona” has explained the extended adjournment in the Public Inquiry 

– now due late summer 2018.  Apparently there are still parcels of land for which the 
landowners/managers have not received the necessary documentation.   

 The Cambridgeshire Inquiry is scheduled for 16 days – the Cambridgeshire County Council 
opposition is considered to be stronger than that of Essex County Council 

 There was discussion about how the closures were initially mooted as safety matters, then 
efficiency and money.  It was thought that Network Rail is not truly aware of the legal issues 
and timescales for PRoW matters, particularly creations. 

 It was stressed that any changes to the paths in an Order should be subject to the full 
consultation process. 

 
6(a) Public Inquiries  
 The meeting agreed to support Katherine & Paul Evans as Braintree DFPS in the matter of path 

28, Finchingfield at Robjohns Farm. The PI will start on 9 January 2018. 
   
(b) Reports of Public Inquiries - decided / report awaited 

Chelmsford / Uttlesford - Absol Park: Gt Waltham 97 & 2 / Barnston 16 & 26 (21 Nov2017) - 
report attached to agenda, pending the Inspector's report. 

Chelmsford - written exchange following local objections to Gt+Lt Leighs diversions of 39, 19 
& 14 & extinguishment of 15 (no Ramblers objection).  Interesting reading of the arguments 
especially for 14 & the extinguishment of 15 and the fact that they CAN be considered 
together - the Inspector's report was attached to the agenda. 

  



 
(c) PRoW objections made / likely to be made / holding objections 

The meeting agreed to support Jeff Coe’s objection as Tendring DFPS to the diversion of 
Mistley 12.  The proposed route was considered to be longer, noisier and therefore less 
enjoyable. 

The meeting agreed to support Katherine Evans’ objection as Braintree DFPS to the 
extinguishment of Terling path 15 & Toppesfield 51. 

 
(d) Ongoing blocked paths issues / paths affected by developments 

Chelmsford: Temple Farm - W. Hanningfield 5 diversion, 40 extinguishment & creation 
 

(e) Planning objections 
Jackie Harrop has objected to a planning application to Maldon DC for increased use by Stow 
Maries Aerodrome.  The application has been marked as not visible from PRoW but actually 
affects three paths, one of which Jackie reported is closed whilst the runway is in use.  The 
application has not been adequately circulated for comment.  The meeting agreed to support 
Jackie. 

 
7. Walking Environment Officer matters e.g. local plans, proposed garden communities  

 Public consultation until 22 Jan 2018 on the proposals for the three North Essex Garden 
Communities - Colchester/Tendring borders (Essex Univ/ Salary Brook), Colchester/Braintree 
borders (Marks Tey), west of Rayne / Gt Saling / Andrewsfield 

 The Chelmsford Local Plan process & consultations have started 
 
8. Roads 

a) The A12 widening between Chelmsford to Marks Tey /A120 junction has been postponed to 
RIS2 which starts in 2020.  Highways England are aware of non-motorised users (NMUs). 

b)  A120 new route between Braintree & A12 / Marks Tey.  At the ECC Cabinet Meeting it was 
agreed not to pursue the northern route (option A) which received least support in the public 
consultations.  The other 4 route options will continue to be pursued by ECC. 

c) A127 (ECC road) & A13 (Highways England road) – there are PRoWs blocked since the road-
building schemes in the 1930s.  New bird reserves in South Basildon and Thurrock mean that 
access for the birdwatchers is badly needed. 

d) Lower Thames Crossing (Highways England). A decision on a final route has been made; it will 
largely be in Thurrock. The lack of contact with Thurrock Ramblers on the matter is noted and 
regretted.  Both Joan Bullivant and Gordon Bird have familiarised themselves with the 
potential area in Havering.  There is a link with the Network Rail proposed closures as one of 
NRs original alternative routes was in the area which will be crossed by the new road.  There 
are opportunities to reverse the fragmentation of the path network caused by the building of 
the M25.  Joan & Gordon have spoken to (at least one) landowner. 

 
9. Ramblers Greater London Forum  

David Boote reported that the lobbying body is now the “Commission for Cycling & Walking”, it 
is hoped to increase their lobbying effectiveness. 

Joan Bullivant reported that the Ramblers Greater London Forum (RGLF) website will be updated 
and they have issued their first newsletter (November issue). Colin Saunders is the Vice-
Chairman & Newsletter editor.  Katherine has circulated information. 

The meeting agreed to put something about this in EAU. 
Post meeting note, there was a link to the newsletter in the December EAU – although it didn’t 

work for the minutes secretary! 
  



 
10. Any Other Business 

a) Gates for stiles – Adopt a gate Scheme. The gates are not tied to a location. Examples from 
Buckingham are in Walk magazine.  No list of stiles on the Definitive Map or licensed stiles can 
be produced by ECC / shown on the interactive map.  Stiles (and gates) included in Orders as 
limitations are shown on the Definitive Map - ECC, District Councils, Parish Councils and 
Ramblers FP Secs should have copies. The maps for the outer London Boroughs (ECC pre the 
GLC)  are not up-to-date.  Information on licensed stiles (and gates) is not published - ECC have 
to be asked individually.  British Standard 5709 (gaps, gates and stiles) is currently being 
revised.  The existing 2006 version is best explained by the Pittecroft Trust. 

b) Geoff Forward reported on Hammerstones, Billericay where a code padlock had been added 
to a FP gate (code available to genuine walkers!).  Simon Taylor – the Enforcement Officer for 
ECC has been negotiating a solution. 

c) Jackie Harrop mentioned temporary diversions for quarrying with reference to one recently 
issued and due to last until 2024. She was advised to check for a restoration plan which 
should give details of how the path will be accessed after that date.  She also reported that 
the Chigborough Lakes path (currently across the lake) will soon be legally diverted. 

d) It was reported that half of the HarCamLow Way has now been surveyed and waymarked by 
Martin Howells & Roger Young. There are some blockages, including a bridge needing repair – 
all have been reported. 

e) Melvin Freake mentioned the Redbridge roundabout consultation. 
f) Pathwatch.  

 Not all DFPS are getting their relevant sections. Central Office will not split the Essex County 
Council report so each Essex District FPS has to know their likely range of grid references. 

 It is assumed that the reports are going to the correct Officers in the various London 
Boroughs and Unitary Authorities. 

 Shirley Anglin has written from ECC to say that the reports cannot be directly actioned and 
that reports should be made directly into CONFIRM from their website. The meeting agreed 
that Katherine should write to Central Office to ask that the most regular contributors 
(believed to be very few) should be encouraged to do this.  We were also curious as to how 
Pathwatch is working for other Ramblers Areas and whether we should still be promoting 
holiday use. 

 

11: Date of future Footpath & Countryside /Walking Environment Committee meetings at 

7.30pm at the Quakers in Chelmsford CM1 2QL: Wed 4 April, 11 July & 28 November 2018 

 


